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 Appeal from the Iowa District Court for Floyd County, Bryan H. McKinley, 

Judge. 

 

 James Dean Raymond appeals the district court’s denial of his application 

for postconviction relief.  AFFIRMED. 
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MULLINS, J. 

 In 2006, a jury found James Dean Raymond guilty of first-degree murder.  

He was sentenced to life imprisonment without the possibility of parole. 

 In 2008, Raymond filed an application for postconviction relief arguing (1) 

the prosecution violated his due process rights by withholding material, 

exculpatory evidence from the defense; (2) his trial counsel provided ineffective 

assistance in failing to properly impeach the credibility of a key prosecution 

witness; (3) his decision not to testify was coerced and involuntary; and (4) newly 

discovered evidence requires that he be granted a new trial.  After receiving 

briefing and hearing argument, the district court rejected each of Raymond’s 

arguments and denied his application on May 29, 2012. 

 Upon our review of the record, we find the district court identified and 

thoroughly considered each of the grounds raised now on appeal.  We agree with 

the well-reasoned findings of the district court and conclude that a full opinion by 

this court would not augment or clarify existing case law.  We therefore affirm 

without further opinion pursuant to Iowa Court Rule 21.26(1)(d) and (e). 

 AFFIRMED. 

 

 


